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PAVILIONS AND SHELTERS:

The summit will be a popular place for family gath-
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erings and picnics. A series of shelters will be located around
the flat summit area, with a central open space for free play. A medium sized observatory should be considered for the summit of the moun-
tain. The observatory could be used in conjunction with West Georgia Univer-
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the parking and overlook level in order to meet ADA guidelines.




UTILITY DEVELOPMENT:

As Blackjack Mountain is currently isolated and undeveloped, development of even minimal park
facilities will require the installation of all utilities for visitor use and safety. County water should be
extended to the park entrance, equestrian area and to the

summit. Septic fields should be developed at the entrance area pasture and in the summit open
space for restroom facilities. A pit toilet at the summit could be an option but will require periodic
maintenance. Electrical power and communications will be required at the summit and entrance,
and should be placed underground to maintain the aesthetic value of the park. The utilities could

be installed at the same time as the summit road.

VEGETATION MANAGEMENT:
The pine and oak-hickory forests on Blackjack Mountain are in excellent condition and only a
few invasive species have made inroads into the forests. The County should consult with ecolo-

gists and forest management specialists on continued management for the health of these wood-
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lands. This may be accomplished by determining the need for periodic controlled burns that
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will benefit growth of the forest floor and prevent the spread of exotic species. Areas for plant

rescues and native plantings should be established along the trail system.

EQUESTRIAN AREA:

The best location for equestrian parking and access is the open are at the northern foot of the mountain
located off of Blackjack Mountain Road, and would need to be accessed by a new paved access road.
However, this location is isolated from the proposed park entrance and Visitor Center. An option for
access management is to control access to the area with an electronic privacy gate. The gate will need

a phone connection to the Visitor Center to facilitate access. Another option, should access need to be

Typical Council Ring / Fire Pit restricted further, will require equestrian users to make a temporary stop at the Visitor Center, obtain an
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equestrian riding permit and the code to the control gate, to the equestrian area. The codes would have to
be changed on a regular basis. Trailer parking would be unpaved or gravel surface in the equestrian area,

and a trailhead for the trail system located at the foot of the mountain. Additional equestrian features, such
o

as holding paddocks, a group shelter with a
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